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Good afternoon, I hope everyone is ok, and has had a good week.  

We have now had over a week of using the TEAMs platform; staff are working well on it 

and pupils are engaging well. We are now trialling the technology around the live 

registers. Thank you for your patience- everything always sounds straight forward but 

there are inevitably some teething problems with technology initially, particularly with 

the team working from home. Teachers across the land have had similar experiences.   

I would like to pay tribute and express many thanks to Paul Ashmore, of PJA Systems 

Limited (our IT support); he has worked tirelessly for us to problem solve, renew and 

support, mostly at very short notice including evenings and weekends.  

Those live sessions that have worked well technically, have proved to be a super 

experience for all, and just what we all hoped for the children, i.e. for them to be able 

to see their teacher and friends. The teachers, too, have enjoyed it. They miss all of the 

children. Do remember, if your child is not able to attend the live registration, please just 

let the office know- we recognise that each household has a different timetable and it 

doesn’t mean that your child is not going to be accessing the learning during the day. 

We are still able to keep track and record ‘attendance’ so that we can make contact 

with those who may not be participating currently and support them. 

This week we have increased numbers in our bubbles. We are proud to be able to 

support key workers and vulnerable children. The team are working hard to make their 

days happy and support them with their remote learning. However, it is a very different 

experience for them in school and they do not have access to the same places or 

resources as they would during a normal school day, particularly during choosing time 

for those in the younger year groups. Assumption that provision would replicate a 

normal school experience for them is unrealistic. We are grateful for those who are 

helping us by only sending the children on days when they are working, even when 

their timetables change weekly- do remember the Government have stated that “all 

parents and carers, including key workers, should keep their children at home if they 

can.” This then helps us to have more time with those who are in school in their mixed 

age bubbles.  

I would like to finish by letting you know that we are encouraging the Claremont team 

to access the community testing; many have so far, and all results have been negative. 

I hope you are also using the facility to support the nation. Do still let us know of any 

positive results even if your children are not coming into school.  

Have a good weekend; be safe and connect with each other. 

Candi Roberts &The Resilient and Flexible Claremont Team 

 

 

 

 

Friday is Food 

Hamper 

Collection Day.  

Mrs Stevens will 

contact you when 

they are ready. 
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Curriculum Newsletters 
This term’s curriculum newsletters are now on the website; you will 

be able to see what your child will be learning in the ‘Explore’ term. 

Select the ‘Children and Learning’ tab at the top of the page and then 

select ‘Claremont – Our Curriculum’. Some of the activities and dates 

may be subject to change, due to the ongoing national situation. We 

will keep you posted. 

 

Blue Peter on YouTube at CBBC is now available and you may be interested in this during 

lockdown.  

 ‘Blue Peter is the longest running kids TV show in the world and we are uploading videos to it that 

are suitable for 5-11 year olds. We have world record breaking challenges, arts and crafts, 

environmental videos, cooking and baking how tos, inspirational films, gaming, celebrity 

appearances, dance routines and music performances. We also feature ways of getting a Blue 

Peter badge, behind the scenes footage and extra content about our incredible presenters Adam, 

Lindsey, Mwaksy, Richie and Henry the Blue Peter dog. 

 If you think your pupils would be interested in this, please do send this out to your parents and ask 

them to subscribe to https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter - (it’s obviously completely free to 

subscribe!) and don’t forget to watch the live programme on CBBC at 5.00pm every week, or on 

BBC iPlayer.’  

 

https://bit.ly/3hNvZjR
https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter


                                                             

Winter Lanterns at home 2021 

We are still lighting up the town! 

Due to the pandemic, the team at CREATE will not be able to run the Winter Lantern Parade in the same 

way as we normally would. This year we’re going to light up your homes instead, so help us to share some 

light during lockdown. 

The CREATE team want to help you share your creative displays with our community in a covid-19 safe way, 

allowing people to view the winter lanterns as they take their daily exercise within their households or 

bubbles or via sharing their photos on social media. 

Using the themes set out below, we want you to think creatively and use your front gardens, cars, houses, 

windows, even the garden gate(!) to create a fabulous light display within the 2021 theme of Heroes and 

Villains! 

1-7 February  Heroes 

8-14 February  Villains 

15-21 February  Origin Stories 

22-28 February  The Final Showdown 

We will be supporting you with ideas, demos and examples via our online workshops to be held on Saturday 

16 January – please book via http://www.winterlanterns.org/workshops/ 

To find out more, please follow @winterlanterns_twells or @createtwells or on facebook 

https://m.facebook.com/WinterLanternParade/ 

To make a donation to support CREATE in delivering this project and future creative activities for our 

community, please feel free to donate via https://www.gofundme.com/winter-lanterns or please email 

hellocreatetwells@gmail.com for further information. 

CREATE (Camden Road Education, Arts, Theatre and Events) was established in 2009 as a community group 

set up to support creativity with Tunbridge Wells. It operates as a not-for-profit community group and is run 

by a small group of enthusiastic volunteers in Tunbridge Wells.  

In addition to the Winter Lanterns Programme, CREATE runs a story-telling project, “The Imaginarium” and 

a community choir “Create Choir”. They have recently been lighting up Camden Road over Christmas with 

their Love Camden Road project. 

CREATE is committed to celebrating the Tunbridge Wells community and to delivering inclusive activities 

and events for all regardless of socio-demographic background, age, culture or ability. 

To find out more about the parade, it’s history and a link to Winter Lanterns, please visit 

www.winterlanterns.org. 

For more information about CREATE please email hellocreatetwells@gmail.com 

https://m.facebook.com/WinterLanternParade/
https://www.gofundme.com/winter-lanterns
mailto:hellocreatetwells@gmail.com
http://www.winterlanterns.org/
mailto:hellocreatetwells@gmail.com


 

 

Oxford Owl 

 

As we are unable to send any books home at the 

moment, I just wanted to remind you of a 

useful resource to support reading. Oxford Owl 

is a fantastic resource where you can view the 

Oxford Reading Tree books online. Please see 

the attached document for support with using 

this resource.  

 

Safeguarding Update 

Several recognised organisations are providing online safety related home learning 

for parents and carers. A more detailed list can be found here but there are a few 

really good ones below: 
 

 
  

NCA-CEOP: Think U Know Home Activity Packs  

 
Childnet: Be Smart with a heart: Online videos 

  
 

Children’s Commissioner: Digital safety and wellbeing kit 

 

Parent Zone: The Be Internet Legends Hub 

 

https://www.theeducationpeople.org/blog/covid-19-online-safeguarding-resources-for-educational-settings-and-parents/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/video-lessons
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/coronavirus/digital-safety-and-wellbeing-kit/
https://parentzone.org.uk/legendshome

